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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-13 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Batori 
(US 6,363,226). 

Regarding claim 1 : 

Batori discloses an image forming device in and from which a predetermined 
replaceable product can be freely installed and removed, and which carries out image 
forming processing by using an installed replaceable product (Abstract), the image 
forming device comprising: 

a reading section (column 6 line 39, bar code recognizing means 104) for, at a 
time of installing a predetermined replaceable product, reading identification information 
which is held on the replaceable product and which is for identifying that replaceable 
product from other replaceable products (column 6 lines 32-45, bar code (recognition 
code) 103 is read by bar code recognizing means104; column 5 line 66-column 6 line 4, 
bar code 103 provides an individual identification number); 
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a storing section (column 6 lines 23-24, RAM 20 as storing means) for storing 
identification information held on replaceable products which were installed in the past 
(column 7 lines 38-41, recognition codes stored in memory 20); and 

a control section (column 6 line 22, CPU 19 as controlling means) forjudging 
whether or not the replaceable product is a legitimate product by judging whether or not 
the identification information read by the reading section is not stored in the storing 
section, and for storing the identification information in the storing section if the 
identification information is not stored in the storing section (Figure 9A and 9B, device 
checks the recognition code from memory and stores it in memory if it does not exist 
(Step S46 NO leads to S51-S58). 

Regarding claim 2: 

Batori discloses the image forming device of claim 1 , wherein the identification 
information is recorded on the replaceable product as a two-dimensional bar code 
(column 6 lines 32-45, bar code (recognition code) 103). 

Regarding claim 3: 

Batori discloses the image forming device of claim 1 , wherein a recording 
element, at least from which written information can be read, is attached to the 
replaceable product, and the identification information is written in advance to the 
recording element (column 5 line 66-column 6 line 5, it is inherent that the barcode be 
placed on the product at time of manufacture). 

Regarding claim 4: 
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Batori discloses the image forming device of claim 1, wherein the identification 
information is held in an encrypted state on the replaceable product (column 5 line 66- 
column 6 line 5, the identification number is encrypted into bar code form), and the 
reading section reads the identification information by decrypting the information read 
from the replaceable product (column 6 lines 38-44. bar code recognition means 104 
reads and decrypts bar code 103). 

Regarding claim 5: 

Batori discloses the image forming device of claim 1 , wherein the image forming 
device is connected via a communication line to a managing device which stores 
identification information held on replaceable products which have been installed in the 
past in plural image forming devices, and if the read identification information is not 
stored in the storing section, the control section judges whether or not the replaceable 
product is a legitimate product by confirming whether or not the read identification 
information is not stored in the managing device (Figure 9B step S51, column 16 lines 
5-15, printer A-1 polls printers A-2 and A-3, printers A-2 and A-3 check their memory for 
the identification number; printers A-2 and A-3 are managing devices). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 6 and 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Batori as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Miura (US 6,301 ,449). 
Regarding claim 6: 

Batori discloses the image forming device of claim 1 , wherein, when the control 
section judges that the replaceable product is not a legitimate product, but does not 
disclose the control section one of issues a warning and carrying out processing 
preventing use of the replaceable product. Miura discloses ceasing printer operation 
when the encryption information is not recognized (column 6 lines 1-7). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the 
system of Batori with the system of ceasing printer operation and to modify Baton's 
indication means (column 21 line 66-column 22 line 4) to issue a warning of the non- 
matching serial number in order to prevent the use of pirated toner (Miura column 6 
lines 1-7). 

Regarding claim 8: 

Batori discloses the image forming device of claim 1 , but does not disclose the 
replaceable product being a cartridge in which is filled with a replenishing liquid. Miura 
discloses the replaceable product is a cartridge in which is filled a replenishing liquid for 
replenishing a processing liquid stored in the image forming device (column 1 lines 17- 
25), and replenishing condition information, which expresses conditions for replenishing 
the replenishing liquid filled in the cartridge to the processing liquid, is also held on the 
cartridge, and the control section controls replenishment of the replenishing liquid to the 
processing liquid on the basis of the replenishing condition information read from the 
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cartridge by the reading section (column 4 lines 9-33, identification information is linked 
to manufacture information where the control mechanism uses this information and 
changes the conditions of the printing mechanism). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the system of Batori to 
include replenishing liquid cartridges with the control section in order to provide proper 
operation based on information about the loaded replacement (column 2 lines 11-15). 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Batori 
(US 6,363,226). 

Regarding claim 7: 

Batori discloses the image forming device of claim 1 , wherein, when the control section 
judges that the replaceable product is not a legitimate product, the control section 
confirms with a user whether or not the replaceable product is to be used (Figure 9B 
step S52 leads to S55 if the replacement part is not recognized), and if the user 
instructs use of the replaceable product, the control section stores, in the storing 
section, information expressing that the user instructed use of the replaceable product. 
Batori only discloses selecting between new or use a past record from the user and 
does not disclose asking whether or not to use the replacement part, however, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the 
prompt to include asking the question of whether or not to use the replacement part if 
not recognized in order to make sure the correct replacement is installed. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Batori as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Cowger (US 6,102,508). Batori discloses 
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the system of claim 1 , but does not disclose using a voice synthesizer to deliver 
instructions. Cowger discloses the use of a voice synthesizer in a printer to prompt a 
user for input (column 5, lines 26-29). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the printing apparatus of Batori with the 
voice synthesizer to give instructions or a tutorial on how to change the printer's 
cartridge in order to allow the user to install the cartridge without having to look back at 
the display. 

Regarding claims 10-13: 

Claims 10-13 correspond to claims 1-8 and are rejected using the same logic as 
in claims 1-8. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Turchen whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1378. The examiner can normally be reached on MTWRF 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571 )272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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